




DVC phofographiiig the Romulan ship. 


I'd like to thank all the people who are answering 
the instruction sheet survey. The response has been 
terrific so far and I will let you know what the 
results are in a future column. 
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actuality they are built in a size 
where they can he easily 
transported. The size is also a big 
advantage when the models need 
to be maneuvered and manipulated 
during filming with each model 
having several disguised mounting 
points for the base that holds them. 
Take a look at the pictures and you 
can get an idea of the general size 
of the space ships. They are 
extremely detailed, painted and 
have a great amount of fiber optics 
and lights for special effects. 


Close-up view of the Romulan ship. 


Hope you enjoyed this bit of "behind the 
scenes" information from the Star Trek 
series. And yes, there is more stuff 
coming in the future. 


Deep Space 9 Shuttle model. 

The color of the models used for filming is hard 
to describe. In person they appear to be greenish 
gray, burnt orange or pale greenish white. On 
screen, with tinted special effect lights and 
specially created space backgrounds (matte 
paintings or computer generated art), the color 
shifts drastically. The filming people know 
exactly what they are doing because this color 
change is done purposely. For instance, the pale 
greenish model will film pure white, the 
greenish-gray ship can be a blue-to-lavender gray 
and burnt orange turns out to be more of a 
brownish or tan color. 


Other news; the Jaguar XJ220 model kit is in 
production as is the '93 Camaro, Firebird and 
Corvette ZR-1. The ZR-1 has a few new goodies in it 
this year. A brand new set of tires, some new 
chassis parts and under hood details such as an 
engine management "black-box" for the firewall. 
These first three kits are all new and are very 
detailed. Try them out on your work bench to chase 
away the winter month blues! 

That's it for this issue, see you next time, same 
time, same space. DVC. ® 


Well modelers and kit bashers, in the last 
Blueprinter we looked at full size subjects for 
rendition into scaled plastic kits (Camaros and 
Firebirds to be precise). In this issue we will take a 
look at models used for models. All you Trekkers 
listen up, this is for you! 


When the artists and designers at Paramount 
Pictures prepare new ships and such for Star Trek, 
The Next Generation and now Deep Space 9, they 
start off with some zoomie concept sketches and 
eventually settle on a design for a new "bad guy", 
"good guy" or "other guy" space ship. This design 
is translated into a three view engineering drawing 
which is sent to some talented 
model builder. These model 
builders are not necessarily kit 
builders (although many are). 

They work in wood, plastic, 
fiberglass, aluminum and 
whatever else they need to 
complete an incredible scale 
model, complete with working 
lights. 


When transposed to the "big 

screen" these models look unbelievably real when in 


Klingon Attack Cruiser with Paramount employee for scale. 


It is fascinating to actually see and photograph these 
space ship models and talk with the 
artists and designers who develop these 
science fiction wonders. It is just as 
interesting to come back to ErtI and 
develop a plastic scale model of these 
ships. 
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